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US Navy places order for Gavia AUV 
The Space and Naval Warfare Systems Centre (SPAWAR), San Diego has placed its initial 
order for a Gavia AUV for testing in mine countermeasures (MCM) applications, and has an 
option to procure up to 10 additional units under an existing contract awarded to Hafmynd 
Ltd. 

The funding is provided through the US Secretary of Defence sponsored Foreign 
Comparative Testing (FCT) program, whose aim is to support the procurement of select 
foreign non-developmental equipment in order to save the cost of developing comparable 
US technology. 

The GAVIA AUV brings a series of capabilities to the United States Navy unavailable on 
compact size vehicles previously tested for MCM applications. Among them are capabilities 
made possible by unique features offered as standard in the modular GAVIA AUV system. 
These include over-the-horizon deployment capability using the on-board Iridium satellite 
link, dual-battery module operation for extended range at high cruising speed and built-in 
obstacle avoidance. In addition to the Iridium link, the Gavia selected by SPAWAR, 
contains a high-speed wireless LAN and an underwater acoustic link. Completely buoy-free 
navigation is made possible by high-precision on-board GPS and DVL aided Inertial 
Navigation System (INS).  

Multi-role capability in a single vehicle provided by the modular system allows the same 
GAVIA to perform multiple phases of MCM AUV operations using sensors selected to suit 
each task and the current operating environment.  The modular system thus provides both 
unrivalled operational flexibility as well as savings on procurement, training, and service 
costs over multiple dedicated systems.  The modular system also increases field-
serviceability and reduces the number of systems required to maintain a given level of 
system availability. 

Hafmynd Ltd. 

Hafmynd Ltd. (http://www.gavia.is) was founded in 1999 as development, 
production and marketing company for the multi-purpose compact size GAVIA 
Autonomous Underwater Vehicle system.  Hafmynd is based in Reykjavik, 
Iceland.  

North American sales through Camarillo, California based Gavia AUV Corporation. 
Info@Gavia-AUV.com 
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Figure 1 Gavia Modular AUV 

 

 

Figure 2 Gavia packed for transport 
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